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One of the many 
things that makes 
Asharoken such a 
special community
is the spirit of 
volunteerism. 
Whether it is 
serving on one of 
our important 
boards, procuring 
and fund raising 
for the �reworks, 
organizing coastal
cleanups or other
jobs, our volunteers 
always do a great 
job. �ank you to 
all of our volunteers
(see listing page 10). 
I would like to single 
out Mark Kleczka and Stan Somer who serve as the 
Village’s two judges. Mark and Stan run monthly court 
sessions in a courteous and respectful way. �ey 
represent the Village professionally and make our 
court an example for other communities to follow. 
Being a judge is a di�cult task but they embrace the 
challenge and really do outstanding work on behalf of 
the Village. �ank you so much Mark and Stan. 

2017 was a historic, busy and lovely year. A recap 
follows in the newsletter but I would like to touch on a 
couple of points. Responding to the overwhelming 
desires of the residents, the BOT decided not to do any 
additional work on the ASDRP. We welcomed twelve 
new families into the Village. �ree local laws were 
passed during the year. �e most signi�cant one 
allowed the Village to step in and clean up neglected 
and unsafe properties. �is law had an immediate 
e�ect as the property owners all immediately improved 
four run-down parcels. A kayak rack for resident use 
was installed at Village Hall. �e 4th of July �reworks

display was one of the best ever and our Coastal 
Cleanup helped ensure a better environment. �e 
weather was great with the warmest October on 
record.  And last, but not least, was the return of 
Bald Eagles to the Village. Starting in May many 
residents had the opportunity to see these 
magni�cent birds.

Moving forward, the Village faces the challenge of 
restoring the Bevin Road seawall. We are pleased 
that the Town of Huntington, under the new 
leadership of Chad Lupinacci, is continuing to 
partner with Asharoken to seek a solution. �is 
project is likely going to take several years to 
complete. �anks to the tireless e�orts of the Village 
Clerk Nancy Rittenhouse and State Senator Carl 
Marcellino, the Village has been awarded two grants 
totaling $120,000 which will be used for repaving 
Asharoken Avenue in early spring.

We are fortunate to live in one of the most beautiful 
places on earth. I hope that everyone has a great year 
ahead and enjoys all that living in Asharoken has to 
o�er.

Mayor Greg Letica



Welcome Newcomers!

PAGE 2

Rob and Denise Casale 74 South Harbor Road “Denise 
and I moved here in May. We lived in Huntington 
Village for 23 years and were looking for a place on the 
water and found this hidden gem back in 
January…We’ve been married almost 30 years and we 
have two children, Kristina 23 and Ryan 21.”  Denise is a 
Teacher in North Babylon and Rob owns a Home 
Improvement Company in West Babylon, Mamaroneck 
NY, and Edison, NJ.

Joe Goller & Larissa Figari-Goller moved from 
Northport to 55 Asharoken Ave. Larissa is a dentist and 
owns Huntington Bay Dental located in Huntington.  
Says Larissa, “We fell in love with Northport over 6 
years ago when we moved  there but then found 
Asharoken and were drawn to the beauty, the water and 
the vibe. During the past 5 years, we were looking for 
the perfect location to raise our boys - Jett is 3 and Ty is 
1. Since we moved in over the summer, we have been 
enjoying the sunsets and walking the beach and feel that 
we have found a very special place. We love the water 
and have enjoyed having our boat in Northport Harbor.  
We love playing golf and traveling as well. We are a 
family that likes to enjoy every moment and make the 
most of everyday! We are excited to have settled down 
here. We thank the Asharoken Village community for 
the warm welcome.”

Jason Morgese moved to the Spielman’s house on Duck 
Island from Teaneck, NJ, having retired from NBC 
Universal in New York a�er working there for 40 years 
as a news photographer for both NBC network and 
WNBC news. He grew up in Cold Spring Harbor and 
decided to return nearby to beautiful Asharoken. “What 
also attracted me back to this area is the beautiful 
harbor and water activities it has to o�er. �e people 
I've met so far have been extremely friendly and 
welcoming which I much appreciate.” 

Mike and Sandy Leahy moved to  Kew Court…writes 
Sandy, “We are so happy to be a part of the Asharoken 
community! Mike and I lived in East Northport most of 
our lives, but we always wanted to move closer to the 
water. I teach English at East Northport Middle School 
and Mike works for Gore and Associates. Our son Brian 
is a senior at Northport HS, and our daughter Katie is a 
freshman there. We are all enjoying the peace and 
tranquility of our new neighborhood.” 

Tina Whyte and Tony Evangelista, 132 Asharoken 
Ave., from Huntington Station.  Tina is a schoolteacher 
at Glen Head Elementary and Tony is the Chief 
Engineer at Posillico Construction. “We love being 
outdoors, hiking, kayaking, boating, etc. We love the 
beach and are very happy to be here.”

Tina Whyte and Tony Evangelista

�e Casale Family



Joe and Tara Martinez moved from Huntington to 
Bevin Road and have four adopted dogs. Tara is Medical 
Director of the Colon and Rectal Surgery Program at St. 
Catherine’s Hospital and a clinical assistant professor at 
NYIT College of Osteopathic Medicine. She also works 
at St. Charles Hospital. Joe is a Consultant, as a 
Healthcare Analyst. “We love living here…we are both 
big water people!  We do not get to vacation o�en due to 
work therefore we loved the idea of living in a "vacation 
home"…We love watching the sunrises and walking 
around the area.”
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Asharoken’s Own Superman…Barry Bradley
“�e closest thing to Superman I’ll ever know” is how 
Mayor Letica introduced Barry Bradley at a recent 
meeting. Bradley has always had a minimum of two 
jobs, sometimes as many as six, and currently has four. 
In addition to collecting trash for the  Village, he is 
Deputy Harbor Master for VOA, Bay Constable for 
TOH and does security work for West Shore Marine. 
Barry’s secret? “Keep working and keep moving…I 
can’t sit still!” He skis during the winter and boats 
during the summer with wife Catherine, daughter 
Landregan and granddaughter Harlow. “Like a family” 
is how he describes his Asharoken neighbors and 
friends. Barry moved to the Village in 1976 and has 
been handling the all important job of trash collection 
for  39 years. He’s particularly pleased at the success of 
single stream recycling, which Villagers have embraced. 
In fact, a recent analysis of Asharoken’s percent of 
recycled trash to garbage is approximately 25% for the 
past three years. While this number surpasses 
neighboring villages, he would like to see that number 
higher and encourages Villagers to take the extra time 
to sort the trash properly, suggesting that recycling bins 
in rooms throughout the house might help.  In 2016, 
Bradley welcomed Kew Court resident Erik Flood as 
back up driver and trash collector. Asharoken is 
fortunate to have such dedicated employees that live in 
our community.
 

Joe and Tara Martinez



2017
THE YEAR
IN PHOTOS
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In response to the overwhelming desires of the 
residents not to go forward with the ASDRP, the BOT 
voted in January to terminate any further work on the 
project. Discussions regarding the failing seawall 
structure at Bevin Road immediately began with local 
TOH o�cials.  

Long time Duck Island resident and former trustee 
Gerhard Spielmann passed away. He was responsible for 
erecting the �rst osprey nest on Duck Island and served 
as village treasurer in the early ’90’s. 

�e Village received a “No Designation” score for the 
third year running from NYS Comptroller’s O�ce, the 
top score for �scal health and management. Another 
grant of $4,500 was received for justice court assistance. 

March saw two nor’easters, causing erosion and damage 
to the sea wall. Grants totaling $19,413 were applied for 
and received and used to upgrade police equipment. 
Part time o�cer Steven DeMarco was sworn in as a new 
member of the APD. Local residents once again 
supported the Soles4Soles program thanks to e�orts of 
Rotarian Andy Gi�n and Emma & Mike Turner.

2017 Year in Review
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April saw the passing of long time resident and 
former VOA trustee, Annette Carr.

Linda Letica and Carole Casamassima presented 
checks totaling $8,500 from fundraising e�orts 
earmarked to o�set annual �reworks expenses; 
Linda and Carole received proclamations for their 
hard work. 

�e 2017/18 VOA Budget was approved in April 
calling for 0% tax increase for the second 
consecutive year. 

A kayak rack was built behind Village Hall by 
resident Pip Sarser for property owner’s use.

In May, local law #2-2017 amending the VOA 
“Waterways” code was passed banning wake sur�ng 
in Duck Island Harbor and within 1500 feet of 
shorelines; also approved was local law #3-2017 
“Trees” which expedited the issuance of tree removal 
permits.  

Deputy Mayor Pam Pierce was appointed as Village 
Rep for the Su�olk County Shared Services Panel. In 
June, Deputy Mayor Pam Pierce and Trustee Ian 
Jablonski were re-elected to the board of trustees to 
serve two-year terms.

Resident Pip Sarser presents kayak rack. Twenty permits will be issued on a �rst come �rst 
serve basis starting May 1st 2018. Permit applications available at Asharoken.com.



2017 Year in Review Continued

�e Fireworks display went o� without a hitch in July.

An additional three grants totaling $32,713 were 
secured for upgrading police equipment.

Village O�cials continued Seawall discussions with 
Congressman Suozzi, NYSDEC the USACOE  and 
TOH. 

In August it was reported that former 
O�cer-in-Charge Henry Brooks passed away and a 
memorial service was held at Village Hall. 

In September, Deputy Mayor Pierce received the 
“Woman of Distinction” award from Assemblyman 
Andrew Raia, recognizing her tireless e�orts for the 
public good.

Emergency Response Manager Bill Raisch hosted a 
comprehensive emergency planning meeting with 
Village and local o�cials to review the Village’s 
response to possible major storms.

A much needed custom made in-line check valve was 
installed behind Village Hall to help mitigate road 
�ooding.

O�cer-in-Charge Ray Mahdesian was honored for 
exceptional service at the Cow Harbor Warriors 
weekend.

Village O�cials continued to work with TOH and 
others to complete the emergency remediation of 
the sinkhole at the Bevin Road Seawall where 1400 
sand bags were placed.

Coastal Cleanup took place under the direction of 
Deb Masterson, Cathy Zimmermann, Tracy Abo�, 
Michele Tilleli and Pam Pierce. A 20 yard dumpster 
was �lled with trash from local beaches. Hundreds 
of local residents and children participated. 

Village O�cials concluded contract negotiations 
with the Asharoken PBA for a new four-year 
contract.  

Local law #4-2017 “Buildings, Unsafe” was approved 
allowing the village to take remedial action 
regarding unsightly or unsafe conditions of property 
within the village. �e Village’s �nancial audit by 
Skinnon & Faber reported the Village in excellent 
�nancial shape. 

O�cer-in-Charge Ray Mahdesian accepts an American Flag 
that �ew over the Twin Towers on behalf of the APD at the 
Cow Harbor Warriors Memorial Service. Shown here with 
Npt Police Chief William Ricca. 

Assemblyman Andrew Raia presents Deputy Mayor Pam Pierce with 
“Outstanding Woman of the 12th Assembly District” award. 
Congratulations Pam!  
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2017 Year in Review
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�e annual holiday party was sold out and kudos 
were extended to Chairwoman Carole Cassamissima 
and Ra�e Chair Jean Bonawandt for a job very well 
done. Proclamations were awarded to Mayor Letica 
and Village Clerk Nancy Rittenhouse at the event for 
their above and beyond e�orts on behalf of the 
Village.

In December, Santa visited the Village. �e acapella 
group “Valance,” led by Emily Rittenhouse, 
performed for the second year and Asharoken 
residents outdid themselves with holiday 
decorations. Also, the BOT voted to uphold the ERB 
decision not to grant the two dock application 
permits to homeowners residing in the Ida Smith 
property area.

O�cer-in-Charge Ray Mahdesian reported that in 
2017 there were 317 tra�c summons issued, 28 
arrests and no burglaries. Sanitation Engineer Barry 
Bradley collected approximately 419 tons of trash 
with 99 tons attributed to single stream recycling, 
and reminded residents that the more we recycle, the 
more we save on garbage disposal fees.  Mayor Letica 
reported that a total of $195,000 in grant money was 
received and thanked Clerk Nancy Rittenhouse for 
her initiative in applying for available grants that 
would help our Village.  And, lastly, Asharoken 
welcomed 12 new families to the Village.

Editors Note: Details on any of the above mentioned events 
in addition to additional photos can be found at 
asharoken.com. �anks to Steve Trombetti and Eric Ma�eii 
for creating and maintaining the Asharoken.Com website, 
and to Steve Silverman, Village Photographer. 

Many residents attended the annual “Fore” Erika Golf Classic, a charitable event to help with Erika Josephson’s 
rehabilitation. Erika was born with CHARGE syndrome and has faced multiple medical challenges. Erika is a loving 
courageous girl who has persevered through all her many challenges. �e love for the Josephson family was overwhelming, 
and Asharoken residents and members of the APD turned out to show their support.  



His uniform shield read “O�cer in Charge” but he was 
really the Police Chief, working hard to put his 
leadership skills learned during the Korean War to 
use. He was responsible for upgrading police vehicles 
and police uniforms, in fact, his artistic wife Ruth was 
asked to “rough out” some ideas for a uniform arm 
patch that would later be used on our new Village Hall 
entrance and police uniforms. Contents of police car 
trunks were also upgraded to include life saving 
equipment; in fact, one day not long ago I had the 
occasion to see an open police car trunk

and commented to OIC Ray Mahdesian, “Where’s the 
snake-bite kit?” He smiled and pointed.  So many 
accomplishments were made on Chief Brooks’ 
“watch”—Yes, he was justi�ably promoted—got the 
white shirt and gold badges and stars that were �tting 
for the position. �e Village got up-to-date 
professionally equipped vehicles and today, Village Hall. 
I’m sure many residents reading this will remember 
Chief Brooks or “Brooksie” as he was fondly referred to 
and take a minute to say a little prayer for him and o�er 
gratitude for his contributions to the Village.

Mayor Letica with long time resident and former police 
commissioner George Ayer and current Police 
Commissioner Mel Ettinger.  

Chief of Police Henry Brooks started in the police 
department in 1964 and retired in 1992, serving as 
Chief for over 15 years. 

A memorial service for former Chief of Police Henry Brooks was held at 
Village Hall. �e service was attended by Henry’s family,  o�cers from the 
Su�olk County Police Department, the Northport Police Department and 
former and present members of the APD. “He served the Village with 
distinction and was responsible for laying the foundation for the police 
force we have today,” says Mayor Letica. “It truly was an honor and 
pleasure to have known and worked with Henry.” 

PAGE 9

Remembering Henry Brooks
By George Ayer, Former Police Commissioner
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Heartfelt Thanks
to All Our Volunteers!

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections once a year, but 
when you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to live in.” 
           - Author Unknown
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As a photographer I explore light. �is has always 
included shooting photos at sunrise, sunset, during 
the golden hour, and whenever there is a full moon. 
Moving to Asharoken a year ago has intensi�ed my 
exploration of light with increased access to dark 
skies, brilliant stars and re�ections of the moon on 
the tidal waters.

I have successfully photographed the Milky Way at 
Big Bend National Park this past September and was 
amazed at its brilliance. Big Bend National Park is a 
‘dark skies’ park. It embraces the concept of no 
unnecessary exterior lights, uses sky shields on the 
lights that they do use, and makes a conscious e�ort, 
at all times, to live in harmony with the natural 
world.  

I have begun photographing the beauty of the night 
skies of Asharoken. It has helped me develop a new 
appreciation for what long-term Asharoken residents 

here have known and loved for a long time: the 
beauty of Asharoken’s dark skies. Don’t get me 
wrong, there are times when we use our home’s
exterior lighting. Most o�en, it involves letting the 
dog out and during those long summer nights when 
company stays late into the evening. When we moved 
into our house, we burned a dim light on a lamp post 
near the front of our home. We didn’t turn it o� until 
we renovated and had it removed. But, the darkness, 
the night, has crept back into our lives, into our 
routine. It is so special here in Asharoken. As winter 
settles in, as the dark surrounds us, I suggest that you 
let your eyes adjust and embrace it. Enjoy the dark 
skies of Asharoken with the peace, solitude and 
beauty that each night brings because summer with 
its long, sunny days will be here again, soon enough.

Deidre Elzer-Lento, Bevin Road
Deidre-Elzer-Lento.pixels.com
 

Dark Skies



Notes, Reminders, and More

  
 

 

Village of Asharoken
One Asharoken Ave.
Northport, NY 11768

Asharoken News - Editor: Laura Burke - Photo Credits: Steve Silverman, Pam Pierce, Deb Masterson

• Accessory Use Permits and Renting: 
Village Code 125-7 de�nes an  accessory building as one used 
as a dwelling for employees engaged as workers on the 
premises, family members, or guests. An accessory use permit 
application must be submitted for approval by the zoning 
board. Renting in Asharoken is limited only to main 
dwelling; rental of accessory buildings is not allowed. 

• Building Permit Questions: Contact Building 
Superintendent Doug Adil at 631.935.5501

• Tree Removal Permits: No permit is required for dead trees  
or trees within 15 feet of a structure. Permit is required for 
evergreen trees with circumference over 24 inches and 
deciduous trees with circumferences more than 45 inches.

• Dogs must be leashed when o� homeowner’s property and it’s 
now local law “scoop the poop”.

• Driveway Repairs: When replacing asphalt with asphalt, no 
permit is required. If replacing gravel with asphalt, a permit is 
required. Before installing driveway aprons refer to Village 
Code 104-1 which de�nes obstruction free zones. 

• Tent Permits are required.

• In the Works! E-Code coming to Asharoken.com: easy 
user-friendly access when  searching Village Code!

• Going Away? Arrange house checks with our APD!

• Kayak Rack use applications accepted May 1st, �rst come 
�rst served..see website for application. 
 
• Did You Know? Property owners can put moorings behind 
Village Hall. Permit application on website. 

• New Phone Number or Email Address? Please let our village 
clerk know! 

• New Meeting Time for Village Board Meetings - 6:30 p.m.

• Tax Grievance Day Feb 20th. Grievance applications at 
Village Hall; must be submitted on or before Feb 20th.

• Donate new or gently used prom/formal dresses for Project 
Prom. A collection bin will be at Village Hall through Feb 1st.

Go to asharoken.com for permits, village code, and more. 


