
Mayor’s Report November 5th 2025 

I want to thank the Asharoken Police Department, under the leadership of Officer-in-Charge Ray 

Mahdesian, for the outstanding job they did during the nor’easter two weeks ago. They kept 

traffic moving throughout the storm and were always available to respond to any emergencies in 

the Village. I also thank Deputy Highway Commissioner Ray D’Antoni for doing a terrific job 

monitoring the situation and helping keep the road open at all times. 

The Village’s engineering firm, Hayduk Engineering, completed its analysis to determine if 

Asharoken Avenue, by the seawall crossover steps, is being undermined and how to repair the 

concrete sidewalk that has cracked. The Village received the report this morning and the 

significant action points are as follows: there is no indication of undermining of Asharoken 

Avenue, the report recommends monitoring the north side of the road and if there is any 

indication of change of the grade of the soil next to the road to begin a mitigation repair and to 

sawcut, remove the concrete slab by the steps and replace it with two layers of stone. The 

estimated cost of this repair is $20-25,000. This afternoon, Deputy Highway Superintendent 

RayD’Antoni and I met with Bob Lemay, a contractor we have used for previous seawall repairs, 

to start a dialogue about shoring up or replacing the cracked concrete sidewalk. 

I’m pleased to report that the seawall weathered the storm with no noticeable damage. The 

repairs completed this spring performed exactly as expected, and none of the large stones shifted. 

I thank the Huntington Highway Department, under the leadership of Andre Sorrentino, for 

prepositioning a payloader in case of issues during the storm and helping with the post-storm 

cleanup. 

Special thanks to Emergency Manager Bill Raisch for securing a ten-year DEC permit that 

allows immediate reconstruction of Asharoken Avenue in the beach lot and seawall section 

should it be damaged by a storm. Without this permit, both emergency and final repairs would 

have been far more complicated and time-consuming.  

The Village had a kick-off meeting with General Code to discuss the updating of our laws. 

Joining me on this call were Trustee Laura Burke, Attorney Bruce Migatz, and Village Clerk 

Michelle Glennon.  General Code will commence a comprehensive edit of the Villages Code 

Book. This process is expected to be completed by May 1, 2026.  At that time, the Village will 

be able to start making improvements to the code. 

Deputy Mayor Pam Pierce, GEI Engineering, the New York State Department of Homeland 

Security Emergency Services, and I had a conference call to finalize a letter to FEMA requesting 

a one-year Period of Performance extension of the Hazard Mitigation Grant for seawall 

engineering. The GEI is proceeding with the work without assuming that the extension will be 

not granted and has assured me that they believe they can complete their work by February 1, 

2026. The letter was submitted on October 30th. I thank Nick Dismassimo at NYSDHSES for 

being such an invaluable help throughout this entire process. 

The New York State DEC did an investigation of the National Grid sand placement. In their 

response letter, I am pleased to report that they said that” the sand being placed was determined 



to be of equivalent grain size as is indigenous to the beach, and that operations were within the 

conditions of the existing federal permit.  DEC staff did not find anything that would constitute a 

violation.” 

During the month, Village Trustee/Police Commissioner Mel Ettinger. Officer in Charge Ray 

Mahdesian and I had the pleasure of interviewing Chris Amendolare for the position of full-time 

police officer in the Village.  Chris is a terrific candidate, and I am sure that he will be an 

exceptional member of the police force. Chris will be moving over to Asharoken PD from the 

New York State Troopers. 

I thank Rita Rover for displaying her championship mum on the stoop at Village Hall. Every 

year, Rita creates a horticultural wonder that she kindly shares with the residents.  I look forward 

to next year's bigger and better version.  If that is even possible. 

 

 

 


