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As 2015 winds downs and we reflect on the year in 
Asharoken, I think the only word that  comes to 
mind is “wow.”  What a memorable year it was.  
Usually when you write about a memorable year, 
the words hurricane, nor’easter or super storm fol-
low but this time I am happy to say everything that 
set 2015 apart is positive.   The year was high-
lighted by the historic construction of Asharoken’s 
new Village Hall.  This project could only have 
been completed with the assistance of 177 families 
who donated money and services in kind of close 
to $400,000.  This is a remarkable level of commu-
nity involvement and was only possible by the 
wonderful people who call Asharoken home.  
Thank you to all for making this dream come true 
for the Village. 

Many other positive things took place during 2015 
and I would like to mention a few: 

 A substantial part of Asharoken Avenue 
was re-paved; 

 An inter-municipal agreement with Town 
of Smithtown to allow for single stream 
recycling; 

 An inter-municipal agreement with the Vil-
lage of Northport for e-waste recycling; 

 Staying below the NYS 2% tax cap making 
qualified residents eligible for a tax rebate;  

 NYS approval of the Village’s Shared Ser-
vices and Efficiency Plan making Asharo-
ken eligible for the 2% tax cap rebate for 
2016-17. 

Mayor’s Letter   The Village had a really special 4th of July punctu-
ated with a fantastic fireworks display by Grucci. 
Coastal Clean-up in September was well attended 
and hugely successful.  In November, over 100 resi-
dents gathered at the Northport Yacht Club to wish 
the Village a Happy 90th Anniversary.   Long Island 
Sound was the cleanest it has been in decades and 
in September, the waters were filled with ravenous 
bluefish feeding in their frenzied style that is ri-
valed only by piranhas.  And the icing on the cake, 
Humpback whales were sighted in our waters. 

I am sure that 2016 will be filled with many chal-
lenges.  Whatever they may be, if we face them as a 
community and work together, they will be solved 
in the best interests of Asharoken.  

Linda and I would like to wish everyone a Happy 
Chanukah, Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.         

Mayor Greg Letica 

Mayor Greg Letica and Coastal Clean-up Co-Chairs, Deb Masterson 
& Cathy Zimmermann 
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Asharoken Storm Damage Reduction Project 

The first half of 2015 was relatively quiet as the 
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and New 
York State Department of Conservation 
(NYSDEC) continued their study of the rapid ero-
sion of a significant amount of the National Grid 
sand placement of 45,000 cubic yards in Novem-
ber 2013. The village had requested this as 
USACE was working on the overall construction 
plan for the beach.  In early June the village was 
advised that the USACE was ready to review three 
alternatives for consideration.  A detailed update 
of the construction plans as well as the project and 
next steps was published in June edition of this 
newsletter  (visit Asharoken.com to view).  A 
work session was held mid-month where Henry 
Bokuniewicz, a professor of Oceanography at 
SUNY Stony Brook gave his opinion on the 
USACE plans.  At a public meeting on June 30, 
the USACE & NYSDEC presented the three alter-
native construction plans to the board.  They took 
questions from the board which also included 
questions that Mayor Letica had requested from 
village residents prior to the meeting.  The 
USACE recommended 600,000 cubic yards of 
sand and three tapered groins at the seawall area 
(Alternative 4) as the Tentatively Selected Plan 
(TSP). At the July BOT meeting, Alternative 1 
was selected as the preferred plan of the village 
should it move forward with the project.  Alterna-
tive 1 is 600,000 cubic yards of sand only/no 
groins. In September, the USACE NY Region met 
with their Federal counterparts for authorization of 
the TSP which was subsequently approved.   In 
October the village was advised that the Draft Fea-
sibility Study was scheduled for completion at 
month end and an informational meeting for the 
public would be scheduled during the public com-
ment period in early December. On November 28, 
the village was notified that the Draft Feasibility 
Study/Environmental Assessment was released to 
the public for comment.  The comment period 
ends January 8, 2016.  Due to the delayed release 
of the study, the village has requested an extension 
until mid February as well as an opportunity to ask 
questions and get responses in advance of the  ex-
tension since the holiday month of December as  

well as the sheer volume of the study will make a 
thoughtful and thorough commentary of the study 
very difficult.  An Informational Public Meeting 
will be held on December 9th, 2015 6:30pm to 
10:00pm at Northport H.S., 154 Laurel Hill 
Road, Npt.  There will be a presentation by the 
Corps of Engineers and a Question/Comment 
period. Sign-in is required and speakers will be 
allowed 3 min.  Submit written comments to; 

Howard Rubin, NY District Corps of Engineers 26 
Federal Plaza, Room 2131, New York 10278 or 
email to howard.ruben@usace.army.mil 

 Deputy Mayor Pierce 

Good News!  Mayor Letica recently announced that 
thanks to a newly signed IMA (inter-municipal 
agreement) with Northport, Asharoken residents 
can now drop off all their e-waste at Northport’s 
Scudder Beach recycling facility at no charge. As 
of January 1st 2015 it is illegal in NYS to dispose of 
e-waste at curbside, in the trash, or in landfills, due 
to the potential for toxin contamination. E-waste 
covered by this law includes computers, televisions, 
small electronic equipment, and more. 

Scudder Beach Park E-Waste Drop Off:  Open 
Tuesday and Thursdays from 8 am to 3 pm. 

This was the second IMA signed this year that 
benefits residents.  Earlier in the year, an IMA was 
signed with Smithtown that allows the drop off of 
our recycles at no charge to the Village. 

Single stream recycling, which kicked off last 
March, has been a huge success.  Average recycling 
is approximately 9 tons per month, as compared 
with 6.6. tons per month in the prior year. Single 
Stream allows residents to combine all recycles into 
one bin for weekly pick-up. All hard plastic, metals, 
papers, junk mail, bottles, cartons are eligible! By 
reducing regular garbage tonnage, This program 
saves local tax dollars…please participate! 

Recycling News 
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Suffolk County Water Authority (SCWA) has recently completed the replacement of a nearly 100-year-
old water main on the Duck Island causeway, reporting that the old water main was one of the most prob-
lematic ones on Long Island, with the pipes often breaking and clogging with rust and sediment. 

Pat Glennon of Glennon Construction and general contractor for Duck Island Corp, initiated the project 
with SCWA and stated that residents will now benefit from improved water quality and adequate fire 
protection. Next up, says Glennon, are road replacement and drainage improvements projects. 

New Water Main Installed On Duck Island 

Birding News 

2015 was a rather standard birding year with 121 avian species recorded to date in the Village.  What 
made it unusual was that the spring migration included almost all of the birds I normally only spot in the 
fall.  There were no new species seen this year, unfortunately keeping the all-time number at a rather re-
markable 172. 

This time of year, Asharoken becomes home to many species of sea ducks.  This morning in front of my 
house was a flock of 7 Common Loons.  Other commonly seen species in the bay and the sound include: 
Buffleheads, Red Breasted Mergansers, Long Tailed Ducks, Horned Grebes and Greater Scaup.  These 
birds are easy to spot and identify making them a great way to discover the fun of birding. As winter ap-
proaches it is nice to put a feeder in your yard.  A simple way to start is by putting out some suet, which 
will attract a variety of birds, especially woodpeckers. Once you start feeding it is good to continue until 
the spring.   

 Mayor Greg Letica 
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More than 100 residents attended the annual holiday party at the Northport Yacht Club in early November. 
The event featured an array of beautiful raffle items, many donated by residents, a birthday cake celebrating 

Asharoken’s 90th year, a sit-down dinner and dancing. Chairwoman Carole Casamassima presented the honor-
ees of the evening, Mel & Joan Ettinger and Mayor Greg Letica, with special plaques recognizing their tire-
less efforts in building and completing the new Village Hall.  Raffle sales benefit the Save The Fireworks 

fund, and as in past years, have raised enough funds to cover the cost of the fireworks barge. Our thanks go to 
Carole for all her efforts and hard work in making this event such an overwhelming success every year.  

Carole has been the chairwoman for six years and has raised over $30,000 from raffle sales. 

 ..  

And A Good Time Was Had By All-90 yrs and counting! 
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Jamie Pierce, brother of Deputy 
Mayor Pam Pierce,  created and 

donated the Asharoken-themed cen-
terpieces… each a true work of art, 
uniquely decorated with sea shells, 

fragmites, feathers and gourds. 
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 Asharoken Residents Give Back 

Local organizations that support veterans in need recently received $75,000 in donations, thanks to 
the amazing volunteer efforts of the Northport Cow Harbor Warriors (CHW) organization. 

One of the dedicated volunteers who has been involved since the inception of the program is Denise 
Fitzmaurice, daughter of Peggy and Bob Wallace, who sits on the executive board along with her 
husband Pat. Denise has spent countless hours helping to organize events for the Cow Harbor Warri-
ors Weekend that has resulted in donations to the Semper Fi Fund, Disabled American Veteran’s 
Transportation Network, the Northport VA 
Medical Center, and Paws of War, an organiza-
tion that trains rescue dogs to assist with dis-
abled veterans. On November 9th, checks were 
presented at a Huntington Town Hall event.  
Says Denise “the continued success of CHW is 
only made possible through the endless caring 
and generosity of our community and the sup-
port and patriotism shown by our sponsors and 
the people of Northport and Asharoken.”  Not 
two weeks later, Marine Corps Vet Frank Giara-
mida of Commack was presented with Scarlet, a 
7 month old German Shepherd Puppy, on the 
field of MetLife Stadium at the NY Giants 
game. It was gratifying for Denise and other 
members of CHW to witness firsthand how 
their volunteer efforts truly impacts the life of 
this particular veteran. Denise Fitzmaurice left, and Paws of War spokesperson 

and Marine Corp Veteran Amanda Donald 

Also presenting a check to the Cow Harbor Warriors team was Village Justice and Bevin Road resident 
Mark Kleczka. Kleczka is a founding member and president of “Hoops for Northport” a group of over 
30 men who for the last 26 years have supported local charities including the Little Flower Children’s 
Home, the Northport Food Pantry 
and Students for 60,000. Kleczka, on 
behalf of Hoops for Northport, do-
nated $5000 to the Cow Harbor 
Warriors, the exact amount needed 
to train one dog. 

Well done neighbors! 

Village Justice Mark Kleczka, third 
from right, with fellow Hoops for 

Northport Members 
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Village Hall Opens with Ribbon Cutting Dedication 
Ceremony 

More than 100 attendees joined the official ribbon cutting on November 24th, which marked the historic 
opening of Asharoken’s new Village Hall. Mayor Letica and the Board of Trustees hosted the event that 
was well attended by local officials and dignitaries.  Joining the celebration were Congressman Steve 
Israel, State Senator Carl Marcellino, Town of Huntington Supervisor Frank Petrone, Northport Mayor 
George Doll, Highway Superintendent Pete Gunther, Assemblyman Andy Raia, and many others. The 
festivities kicked off with 17-year old high school senior Mitchell Rittenhouse leading the crowd in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, followed by 13-year old Katie Burke playing the national anthem on the violin. 
Remarks from officials took place, and residents were then able to tour the new building, enjoy refresh-
ments and visit with elected officials and neighbors. Mayor Letica thanked the residents for their dona-
tions; Mel Ettinger for his dedication to the project for over ten years; the building committee members 
including Rich Pandolfi, Doug Adil, Victor Cuneo, Nancy Rittenhouse , Officer-In-Charge Ray Mahde-
sian and Building Designer and resident John Ross; and Congressman Steve Israel for his help in secur-
ing the $533,855 FEMA grant and Senator Marcellino for his help in securing the $50,000 retaining 
wall grant. More photos on Asharoken.com. 
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There are so many new residents in Asharoken that we would like to welcome….Daniel and Cathleen 
Akeson (#255) Daniel joins both his parents and grandparents in Asharoken…says Daniel “.My  grandpar-
ents have been in Asharoken on the Sound side since the early 80’s. As a boy I spent all of my free time 
there, fishing, boating, and walking the shoreline. And who could forget the July 4th’s! Years later, my 
parents bought a home down there as well so Asharoken has had special meaning to my family for dec-
ades. Once my wife and I got married we knew our first home together had to be in Asharoken…..” 

Keeping #156 in the family, Dr. Amy Slear  purchased the 
property from her Aunt & Uncle who built in the 80’s. The 
property was originally owned by Amy’s grandparents who 
owned the land since the late 50’s. Says Amy  “…everyone is 
happy that it is staying in the family…” 

Tom & Donna Villanova (#213)…moved from Huntington 
Bay--says Donna “…we are very happy to be here! In fact, we 
wish we had moved here sooner!” Marvin  Base  and his fam-
ily Vicky, Dimitri, and Katerina, from Manhasset, is building 
a new home at #117. Other newcomers include David and 
Carol Sank (#168) from Kinnelon, NJ and Robert Lucas 
(#134) from Crab Meadow 

Stay tuned for Newcomers Tea date. 

Welcome Newcomers to the Asharoken Community 

This letter was submitted by Catherine J. Burch in memory of  her late husband Donald F. Burch. The letter 
was written by her daughter-in-law Therese and provides a wonderful life lesson. 

This morning as I was reading the paper, I thought it was more than a coincidence that I saw a picture of 
LIPA’s power plant in Northport with it’s four tall smokestacks. Of course, it made me think of my dear fa-
ther-in-law. For those who don’t know the story behind those stacks, let me explain. 

I remember first seeing the stacks when I was dating Donnie, and he brought me to his parent’s house. I 
stood on the deck and took in the beautiful and tranquil view of the Long Island Sound.  Then I turned to my 
right and saw these four ugly tall smoke stacks. I thought to myself what an eyesore! 

Then I met my future father-in-law and my view of the stacks totally changed. He was on the beach with his 
grandchildren and proudly announced “Who wants to take a walk to the peppermint candy sticks?’ I looked 
at the four tall striped stacks and instantly saw these four tall magical sweet candy sticks. I smiled as I 
watched these little ducklings following their beloved Pop Pop down the beach as he whistled and sang for 
them. Years later, Donnie and I added two grandchildren to the tribe as my mother-in-law affectionately calls 
us all. Again, I smiled a little wider as my own children happily took walks with Pop Pop Beach to the candy 
sticks. Even to this day as we turn the bend on the way on Ocean Avenue my kids shouted, “The candy 
sticks!” and we all know we are close to Nana and Pop Pop Beach’s house. 

I truly believe my father-in-law was teaching us all a lesson about life with those candy sticks. Always re-
member when life hands you ugly smoke stacks, and unfortunately it will…make the choice to turn them 
into sweet candy sticks. I love you. Your favorite daughter-in-Law, Therese 

An Asharoken Memory ….  

Mayor Letica welcomes new resident Dr. Amy Slear 
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‘Tis The Giving Season! 

Blood Drive Dec 21 …Yes, it’s a tough 
time of year to find time to donate blood, but 
according to the New York Blood Center, it’s a 
critical time since 25 % of donations come 
from blood drives at schools, which are closed 
during this time. So roll up your sleeves and 
join your Asharoken and Eaton’s Neck 
neighbors at Village Hall to donate blood… a t-
shirt will be given to all donors! 2-8 pm. 

Warmth For Our Warriors...Trinity School 8th grader Emma Turner is collecting 
blankets and throws for wheelchair bound veterans. See Emma’s note below. 

I will be collecting new, small lap blankets or throws for wheelchair bound Veterans that are receiv-
ing medical attention at the local Department of  Veterans Affairs Medical Center.  When visiting the 
patients, I became aware that the blankets were greatly needed so that they could go outside without 
their legs being exposed to the cold elements of winter.   I will be collecting all blankets by January 
4, 2016. Please consider donating by dropping your blankets at Village Hall in the labeled bin.   I 
will also be holding a basketball free "THROW" project for anyone that is interested in participat-
ing.  You can also contact me at warmth4ourwarriors@gmail.com for further information.  Please 
help me reach my goal of 200 lap blankets for our Country's heroes.   Thanks for caring!   Emma 
Turner 

 

Santa arrives at Village Hall on Sunday, Dec 13 at 4 pm …
all residents young and old welcome!  Please bring a non-
perishable food item for donation to the Northport Food Pantry!  
Donations will be collected through January. Refreshments will 
be served, see insert. 

Love Minus One...Have you lost a 
loved one recently and are you thinking about 
skipping the Christmas tradition of putting up 
a tree, or skipping the holidays all together? 
Catherine Burch is working actively with other 
men and women in Asharoken to celebrate this 
holiday season in a meaningful way…. She’s 
started a support group titled “Love Minus 
One.” Call her at 754-8030 to get involved, 
she has some special things in store for this 
holiday season. 

mailto:warmth4ourwarriors@gmail.com�
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Village Notices 

Upcoming Events & Information: 

1. ACOE/NYSDEC presentation, December 9th at 6:30pm. 

2. Food Drive for the months of December and January. 

3. Blanket collection for the month of December. 

4. Santa visits Sunday, December 13th at 4pm, village hall. 

5. Blood Drive Monday, December 21st 2pm-8pm, village hall. 

6.   Next Board of Trustees meeting is January 5th, 2016. 

Meeting dates, trash calendar, permit and application forms, and so much more can be found at 
www.asharoken.com, or call village hall.  

 Asharoken News- Editor Laura Burke  
Drop article suggestions at village hall. 

Village of Asharoken 

One Asharoken Ave. 

Northport, NY 11768 

http://www.asharoken.com�

	Mayor’s Letter		

	Asharoken Storm Damage Reduction Project
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